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The Epiſtle to the READER, 

Here Knowledge is heaped up concerning Truth, and the 

\ A Trmh nat obeyed aud. fed, it makes the World like « 

© order that do not. d pratiiſe Truth : And by how 

auch their Knowledge is large,eutnſo much the mare Confuſion abound-= 
trons and coxclaſions and whatſocver Worſhip ts ſet up from [ach a know - 
ledge ut only recuveth Life fram the ns T emparal Laws, and all 
them ; and [ach things are gotten up among the apoſtatized Chriſtians, 
who are gone from the Spirit aud Power of God : And. ſo Biſhops , 
wayes hke loſt Sheep, « they confeſs.: And what us to be expetted in 
ſuch a Worſhip, where the Spirit and Power of God is wanting ? And 
« erre and go aſtray from his wayes like loſt ſheep ? Do not ſuch 
erre axd go afitay & Walk in their wayes, who walk not in the way 
ing aſtray; yet People are drivenforwerd i» ſuch wayes by the force of 
Temporal Laws, and ſo People muſt either erreand go altray, or come 
Reader confider,, whither ſuch are going, as exxe and go aſtray from the 
way of God ? «re they not going ts the Chambers of Death and De- 
poral Laws, to walk in that. way ? Oh that it might be ſeriouſly layd to 
hrart ! for ſuch as erre and go aftray like loſt ſheep, have more need 
Chriſt bath ſheep that hear his voice, and follow bim ; 4»d thoſe 
cep do not exre and go altray from his wayes,but feed in his Paſture, 
of Prey, And all ſuch as confeſs they exre and go aftray from his 
wayes, they muſt turn unto him - follow him who 58 the Light cf the 
2 


Reader, 

Wilderneſs, or the berg Io of Babel'2 for all People are our of 
eth ; becanſe that K nomledge p 3 #p the fleſhly-mind with falſe no- 
ſuch Werſhips either live or dye «4 the Law favours them or is againſt 
Paſtors, Vicars, Curates-and People do exre and go aſtray from his 
what ts to be expefted from ſuch Biſhops, Paſtors, Vicars a»d Curats, 
of God? And notwithſtanding there is « confeſſion of erring and go- 
wwder the puniſhment of ſuch Laws, Now let the wiſe and moderate 
iruian? And © there any c mop Pola ſhowld be forced, by Tem- 
to forſaks their wayes, than to compel others to walk, with them , for 
and reſt under his Shadow, and be ſaves them from the Wolf and Beaſts 

World, 
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'Z8 The Fpiſtle to the Readgr. 
World; «»d Way to the Father ; «nd then they wil vet erre and gb 
aftray like loſs Sheep, but be gathered intothe-Fobdy and into the Pa- 
ſure 5 and there 1s mrither Brſhop, Paſtor, Vicat of Cuzateehat can 
come into this late, but as they come to the Light with which Chriſt Je. 
ſou enlightens them ; for who be from the Light, are in Darkneſs, and 
that is th; cauſy why they erre and go aftray like loſt Sheep, And can 
any be trae Worſhippers 'of God, whyteſt- they erre and go aftray from 
his Wayes ? And # not God worſped-in his own way ?- And yet ſuch- 
as confeſs they erre- from his wayes, would force others to-wor ſhip with 
them, Imt ſuch are ſeen in the Light, and therr end 11 manifeſt, and ma- 
ny are delroerel one of ſuch wayes, and gathered into the way of God, and 
ſo be 15 known 'to'be a-Spirst, and worſhipped 3n- the Spiru ant in the 
Truth, winch is bis own way ; for #12 Spirit doth nat tead aſtray from 
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bis wayes, and they that have Teceroed tors Sporit and live in 1g thiy.. © 


live in rhe Tyth ; «ntl they that be mn the Spirir, Life and Power, the 
outward Law=an wither give Life, nor bring Death npontheir Wor 
(bp, brcabſe it flandeth im the SubFance which endures for ever, 

So Reater, be thiou-mindlfodb to whry whe Light wich which Chrift 
Feſarentighreys thee, nil that willkeep thre from going afrajplicen 
loft (heep; "fir that which pottb aſtray 35 2 wanderer fromewly Light, 
which +5the Guide in the 'way of God, ani they that errea oatiny 
are follewing and worſhipping the Beait-and falſe Prophet, whoſe habr- 
_ fall of Perfecurnny by which #hv-S ants and houſhold of Faith 

© aff ified ': *But now-tbe Lamb its in Tudgment, and the. Braft, and 
thrihore, and the F alfe Prophet are judged, and 1htir Houſe will fall 
over their beads, and*rhofe that fit wh them, und they will feelebe 
barden sf their houſe npon-+hem:; aud:there will be none to take the buy« 
dey Y Theref, ors whoever t howrar : that readgft, md that which yi. 
web Wiiderit ending that this neſt be a follower und-w6r ſhipper of tha 


Laenb, ant not vf the Beaſt, axil rhrt/bore, und, Fulfe Prophtr;; for of 


% Truth; the Limb audibe Sha rwaſi have the Vittory, 
WM, 3, 
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A A General Simmons from the «Autho- 
rity. of T RUTH, unto all Eccle- 
ſraflic al Courts:and Officers, &c. 


Friends, 


'O Ut have taken uponyou a Wark of great concernment, - 
WA but how you are qualified and fittedfor.it, is the thing to 

be conſidered ; ſor anna ue ſeveral ObjeQtions may ariſe 

againſt you andthis-is. not the leait; Whether you be in 

 Cuck a Spiritu 1 capacity, as to judge of Spiritual matters, or fully 
x0 determine <aſcs of Conſcience, from.2{piriwal diſcerning and 
underRanding ? for many areunſatizfied concerpin the. roceed- 
ings inſuch caſes, and it-is not. without Some.: ground, n your 
practice end proceedings.in ſuch-caſes Wee! 4h _—_ Th 20d 1ights 
ly compmed, with the praQice and proceedings of Thrift and his 
Apcſtles, who had power and authozity, i in the rue Spirit, to try 
and judge $f all-zhiogs pertaining ro, the Copſcience ; and though 
you precend:the ſame thing, _ have given.your ſelves thexule 
of Spiriewal-Men, and your-Qourts, Spirztudl- Conrts, and fo (itts 
tiy and judge of things pertaining to the Confcience,. yet you ares 
mort found:upon the true Judgment. Sear, neither do your wnpeey 
angs-in ſuch-caſes, 1un-10-4.2rue Ling of. Spiritual Men before 
$+thatthe-precept of rhe Spizit,or the preſident of ( alt I hig | 
Apokles, me-not your-Rule ;- forwhere did yhey.ſet up Courts to 
zry and judgein ſuch caſes? And 'who did they ſummon'to appear 
beforethem? :and who did they Excommunicate'for-not Heating. 
Their Service, 'o1-formnet: Appearing ot to'their Summons, or for 
Baptizing their Childzep;orfor ee Re roher 
\0n,' 01 formot Repaiting Steeple- eres wha = 
'©f fornot paying Tythes'? $735 4d Fs 6 6 they Lao ot c 


'becalt:intoPriſon, when they hadExcommupicared 


('6,) 
pare you! our pravice 4 and proceedings with theils, and then ſee if 
there be Bot t good CAu uſe to Obs e& againſt your praRtice and pro- 


ings hich axe pot t0 by by in the Scriptures. And your ft 
work 19 t0 enquire of the Fown-OMicers ( ho are your Ioteli- 
oE&nC ic chere De NJ PE people e within. their Paxiſhes, that do not 
goto their Pariſh- .Churcd, and Rove! Divige Service} and if there 
be any ſuch,tÞÞ y m muſt preſent theit Names.and D Dwellings in- 
to the Cout;z then your BeX \ Work is, to (end 3 Paritor with . 
Summons from the Autborit of your Court» unto ſuch parte 


t 

many have Gmply appeared according to your $ ney you com- 

monly avk thems hin goto their Pariſh-Chureb, «nd 4 bear Divine 
? g is that purpoſe: And though the) giveyou 

- Anſwer Accor orcng 19 : $cyiptutes Of ruth» will not be 

but exceR they will conform t0 (har you Mould 

ed to Exc mmuncation, A and ſo return It t® 


giſon 
afo proceed ig like maancry 4Þ 
> Servants, Sheriffs your 
For upon return'of you? Exc cation tothe Ma- 


they dire& the1T Wiit to the Sheriffs, and the Sheviffs ar- 
:eor Parties Þ their Warts 2nd {© caft them 1Þt0 
then in priſon aps Yo eo en 2nd here you 
aying/heav? durdens upon come (men? Goulders, 
our {elves t9 he MigiRratet> and procure their 
hey iſſuing fort their Wnt © the Sheriffs, in avſwer 
the are theredy. fo! forced unto "Executions 
Nt Kon t that ſuch upon won the Wit i910 be Bx- 
dagot wy deſerve ſuch corpora) en i 
bout in Corporantel g,'tb well know one 
ans 'N Hours rogethe* « and for Sheiifis 6f Cor- 
"rations 10 be forced tO Execute -2 a Wi ir upon their Neighbouts, 
age) ante them are 0 are 11-6} 


a 
Aces callings Ws EN Gi bi De pary- gem" Col- 


CF 
by that means, there are many. of — to-do ſuck things, 
in ſuch caſes, as are- againſt their own Conlicichces, and thereby 
draw burdens and-rroubte npon their Conſciences; Andisnot this 


a heavy ftarE which you plunge People into by your-proceedings,as 
to-cauſe them-to do that which is againſt their Confeience, and (0- 


bring them: into trouble of. Conſcience?- And there may be a que+ 
ftion whetherany Law in fotce do bind the Sheriffs: to execure a 
Writ of thet naturein ſuch a manner, but that is left/to-rheir own 
examination and finding our. And noware theſe rhingseither like 


Spiritual Men or Judicious Temporal Men? And is this your Church: 


Cenſure to caſt out honeſt People, andcaiſe them to be Impriſon= 


ed becauſe they-cannot for Conſcience ſake'copform 'unto-yor ? do- 


you not believe your ſelves, that there'i <auſe'ro obje-2+ 
ainſt your proceedings in ſuch caſes,' by which honeſt People are 


\ expoſed to ſufferings; for you do not 6nly Excommunicate.them,, 


and cauſe them to be caſt into Prifon, 'but you alſo judge them un- 
worthy of common dealings and ſoctety amongſt-men > And if ary 
have'todo with them by way of deefing, or cotne in;their company 
by way of fotiety, then they muſ# become 1yable untothe (ame 
Jadsment and Ceſure of your Court: And ſo your proceediogs tend 
to defttoy common dealitgs-and ſociety among Neighbours, which 
the Law of the Nation taketh-cate to preſerve; forthe Lov hath 
grextregard/thto common dealing and trading,and would not have 


any fman to be diſcouraged in it; becauſe it 33 a-privcipal upholder 


of the Nation, by ſupplyng all outward wams from onethend 025 
nother,. And you judge and cenfure this, whiehthe Law of the Na- 
tion encourageth, and ſo: your proceedings are found to be _ 
the Laiyof the Nation, and conſequently defituRtive to the Nati- 
on- ' And/are nor [ith proceedings Worſe than the Fews againitthe 
yours man, whole-cyes Chrift opened 7 'for they gid but caſt. bir 
out, and-all theyhad againft him for ſo doing; was only becauſe he 
would not dety him by whom-his fight wes reſtored, to own their 
fryings: And what have you more 3gaink thoſe People called Ou4- 
krrs, fave only that they dire fot deny/ Chriſt Jeſus-10 own your 
actice, and yer” you ptocee® further againit them, -rhan did rhe 
wr againſt the young man'; for you'eauſe them to be icaft ints 
priſon, and we do notread that the Fews did ſo by him 5 ſo you are 
found in a worfe fpirit than were the Jews, who only caſt the young 
| man 


('s) = EY 
proved to be anvitence againit God, and his Truth, but they did 


not proceed to impriſon any by the power of temporal Laws, nor 
by their own power, though ſuch offences were proved againſt 
them, as might bring them under Excommunication, neither did 
they proceed againſt thoſe that were without ; but if any that wag 
called a Brother, was a Firnicator,or Covetoua,or an Idolater, or a Rail- 
er, or a Drunkgrd, or an Extortzoner, they were to put away from a- 
mong them ſuch wicked perſons ( ſo mark) they were amongſt them 
againſt whom they proceeded to Excommunication, and thoſe that 
were Without they left to be judged of the Lord, x Cor. 5. For a 
man is firſt ro be within before he be caſt out, and when he is with- 
in, as to profeſſion, and then walketh not according to the Rule of 
Truth, and will not receive Admonition, to he reformed from his 
abuſes, then he is to be caſt out as a wicked perſon, So the Apofile 
did notſay, If gny Will not come to our Worſhip,and hear our Ser- 
vice, ot Will not have their Children Baptized, or will not receive 
the holy Communion, as now cotnmonly uſed, er 'be in Error in 
mattergpf Religion or Do&rine allowed in the Church, or pay not 
their Tythes, or Tenths ; that then they (hall proceed to caſt out 
ſuch as wicked perſons : He did not {ay theſe things down as a 
oround for ſuch progeedings, but he took notice of the wickedneſs 
which was an offence againſt God and his Truth, ay ſo laid down 
the moſt principal matters upon Which they were to ptoceed for the 
* caſting out ſuch offenders from amongſt them ; and this was their 
PraRtice who judged in the true Spirit, and caſt out offenders by 
the power of the true Spirit, But you caſt out ſuch as are not of- 
fenders in any ſuch matters, and count them unworthy of common 
dealing and ſociety among men, and cauſe them to be caſt into 
- priſon, by the Temporal Power ; and ſo you caſt out ſober, and 
righteous, and godly people ; whereas they calt out drunkards, and 
fornicators, and ſuch as were in tranſgreſſion, but they Cid not Ime 
priſon them; and you are doing both, and that to a people whoare 
neither drunkards, not fornicators, nor any Way offenders againſt 
God and his Truth, bur live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and oodly in 
this preſent world, and you have not any thing further againſt them, 
but as to things pertaining to their Conſciences, of which you are 
not able to judge ; ſo that if you did not fuſt make cauſes you could 
find none io the Qukers to ou you .aBy occafion to ay - 
uC 


iP | Ws | 2: ) 
(uch a manne! again then 3 and 


beades they 216 not of you, but 


axe ſeparated from you» and thoſe catiſes-you Make 8152 in them- 


ſelves ſo lender and weak, 45 
ſuch proceeding?) ngeit 
is your OWD) and the Law of the Na- 


weight of 


more than the common $9904 » | 
judging in that Cale 3 and: yet you 22 much further» Dy 


Theres ut ang to give Tudgwent Sentence beſide 


hele 


that they Cannot 2NJ way bear tbe 
hex ought you tt be judges 1s rhe 


being Judges 10 their ann Cauſe z 35 


matter, as 10 theſe particulars» 


*; mo Canſe #* what you Wakes 
2, There 15 #0 Evidence but Yor own Concluſions. 


our [elvts. 


| $3 

Now evely Cauſe is 10 De of that natures #3 the Law propely 
pony BY winch. It cometh vader the power 

of the La i2 be determined . and every (ach Cauſes to be pro- 


mined by 

ter ; and ſoall parties, yhuch may 
Cauſe, either 13 E ce os ud 
Proceedings holly left uBto') 


eſis invo ved, which makes you 


ot 1elared 101th and alſo to Þe deter- 


againſt you 10 ſuch a caſes 2 obtain right from you ? For it 1s tO 
underſtood, 25 YOU have Bot | 


to4& in ſucÞ proceeainghy as tO 


eſt ; andio it may ell 4D 


ſolved 1 


ve- 
made zo1 tO determine te arte againſt your On Inter- 


& ſafely be concluded, that you are re- 


w the matte! ſhall end 3 and nor any 


— "en, and this maketh an offene@on your 


| ( x7 ) 
never ſo 20d and ſound,according to Scripture,which is the chief 
plea on the Defendants part againſt you, yet you will not admit of 
it. to the Defendants benefit, by doing him right accordingly, but 
with confidence proceed to Excommunication, if there be not 
Conformity given; and ſo your proceedings are found to be a- 
gaink the Law of the Nation in theſe particulars, 

1, 1ndefiroying common Dealings, and Society among men. 

2 1n Excommunicating and Impriſoning, without ſhewing ſufficient 
canſe. 

3. In being Judges in your own Cauſe, 

4. Inno admuting the Defendants Plea, 

And as theſe things are the very foundation or gronnd of your 
proceedings, and being found to be againk the Lay it ſelf, ſo the 
Lay doth -not -__ ſtand by you, neither can you properly Rand 
by the Law, ſor the Law doth not properly ftand by any thing that 
i$ againſt it, but rather takes hold upon it to ſuppreſs it ; andif this 
were well minded, you would not be admitted to fit in the higheſt | 
ſeat of Judgment concerning Spiritual things, ; 

Now you firſt caufe People to be preſented for not going to their 
Pariſh Church, and then you proceed to Excommunicate and Ex- 
clude themyand no Plea wilt be admitted by you in the Caſe; And 
is the firſt aw offence in your account, and is not the latter of as 


high a nature? Surely, if there be ag offer 


. ad Py 
re purchaſed your Abſoluti. 
| parts, and that according 
ro-your'owniconclufion, For, if not going be an offence, then ex- 
cluſwon muſt needs be greates'; and that falleth upon you as the 
ARors ;and-here you draw a guilt upon your ſelves in your own 
work.” And what neceſſity is there for yowto caſt out and exclude 
People for thatwhich they are not in, is not this a high-degree of 
confufion'in your:proceedings ? 'For, if you would have People'go 
to your Steeple-houſe and Service; then overcome with Love and 
convince them by ſound Do&rinez and if you' jadpe them unwor- 
thy, then let them aloge where they are, and do not run your ſelves 
into ſuch confuſion, as to calt ſuch out as are Without before, = 
B 2 then 
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12) | 
then judge them unworthy of coming io, without your Abſolution, 
Butif you ſhould do fo, then you would loſe your gain,afrer which 
you ſeck, and your Dieva wouldfall, and your Craft be ſpoiled ; and 
indeed ( to ſpeak plainly ) that is the main thing you ftrive to up- 
hold ; for your Courts draw fees from ſuch as cannot withſtand 
yo2,and your Aþſolutions bring money from ſuch avtall under you, 
and ſo your proceedings end in money. by which it is manifeſt, 
that you-are not ſo much for the honour of Almighty God, as the 
love of Lucre ; and if thar was not to be obtained, there is good 
cauſe to believe, that your Courts would ſoon diffolve-of them- 
ſelves ; but whileſt there is any hope of gain or profit, you will 
keepthem ups. if the Magiſtrate will but help you ; and you have 
found 6ut ſo many devices to compaſs your gain, beſides that de» 
vice for not coming to your Steeple-houſes, and Service, a$it is a 
hard-mattes to eſcape your Snares, eſpecially ſuch as be of a ten- 
der Conſcience ; and for the ſake of ſuch here are ſome of your de« 
vices opened,and with the Scriptures of Truthycompared, by which 
trial you are found much wanting. = 

i. You have deviſed to bring:-pevple into your Courts, for not 
Baptizing their Children,as you call it ; and where doth the Scrip« 
ture command Baptizing of Children after your manner,as to ſprin» 
kle water in their Faces, .and to fign them with-the fign of the 


* 
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ſign of the Croſs, or that they had-Godfathers or Godmothers ts 

undertake for them-; but hefaid;;Of ſ=ch is:the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Mat; 19. 14. by which be fhewed their Innocency, and his love to 
them in that Rate. And now-you 'haye gotten a Law to compel 
people to Baprixe their Children, as you commonly uſe it, though 
Chriſt uſed irnot « andif People refuſe to-uſe it, then you have & 
ſnare for them. And was it net above four hundred years after 
Chriſt before ſprinkling Infants came 10 ? Read Evſcbizs ; And 
Chriſt did not mention water when be fent forth his: Diſciples to 
Teach and Baptize all Nations, but commanded them, To Baptize 


in the Nam:, or into the Name, of the-Father, Son, and holy Gho#, 
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(13) | 

Mat, 28, 19, And the Apoſtle ſaid, That by owe Spirit they were 
all Baptized into one Body, 1 Cor.12.13, and this is beyond your out- 
ward fhign which you are commonly ufing, and-it Randeth by ube 
- Authority of the Spit, and of the Scriptures, without the help of 
any Temporal Law. And do you not ſay, the Scriptures are your 
Rule ? and yet you are ufng ſuch things as arenot-to befoundin 
them, and have a Law to compel or punifls thoſe 'that cannoc uſe 
the ſame things-with you. 

2, You have deviſed to bring People into your Courts,concerm. 
ing your Communion,as-you commonly uſe it,and call it holy ; and 
it is believed that the Communion of the Saints andApofiles was ag 
holy as yours ; and yet we do not read that they Excommunicated 
and caſt ſuch into Priſon,as would not be partakers withthem.. And 
was not the Communion whichthey uſed, the/Commumon of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chrifk ? See 1 Cor, 10, 6. And didnotthe Apoſtle 
put people upon the Examination of themſelves before they ate of that 
Bread, and drunk, of that Cup which was their Communion ? 1 Cor, 
+1. 28, (Somark)) He did notiay, 1f there br any that will not re- 
ceive this Bread, andthis Cup, as we commionity uſe it, that then we wlh 
Excommunicate them, and-caft themints Priſon, They did not po 
ceedin ſuch a manner, who had the true Communion amongſt then, 
but ſaid, Let a mas eramine himſelf, and ſo let bins cat of that Bread, 
nd drink of that Cup.So ſee what your Communion is,who proceed 
to puniſh people that cannot receive it as you commonly uſe it; for 
the Apoſtle bids People Examine themſelves, and fo let themeat ; 
and you bid People either come and eat, or you will proceed to 
puniſh them; and here is a great difference. between your minds 
and the mind of the Apoſtle. 

3.: You have deviſed to bring people into your Conrts,for Error 
in matters of-Religion, and Dodtrine, by you allowed ; and do you 
not believe your ſelves, That the Religion and Do&trine which 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles allowed, was as ſound and-true as yours ? 
And we do not read that they Excommuncated and caſt ſuch into 
Priſon, who differed from that Retigign and Doctrine by them al- 
lowed; forthe Apoſtle bid people examinetbemſelves whether they 
were 1n the Faith , Hedid-notſay, You ud Error as to the Reli- 


gion and Do&trine which we allow, and we mult Excommunicate 


you, andcaft you into Priſon, and we have a Temporal Law to do 
it ; 


| wei 
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( 5 ) - 
ſing, andif they can be found, then 40 caft-them into Priſon ; and if 
they cannot be found; then-the Statute of the 5th.of Elz.23;giverb 
power to leevy Fines bf 10] /x the falt Capes, 20, 1thefecond,and 
twenty ponds the thisd 4 and ifthepanty or parties do nor yield their 
Bodies to the Sheriff upon Proclamation; :then ryenty pownds vpon 
every Capias, ad infimtum, according to'that Statute. ' And ſo! you 
are furniſhed with Statutes for-your purpoſe in the-:caſe of Tyrhes, 
But,aze theſe things according to-the Rule and;Command which 
Chriſt gave to his Diſciples, when he ſene:them' forth co preach the 
Goſpel, Surely you have looked more into the Statutes, thanyow 
have done mro»the Scriptures, for did not Chyiſt ſay to tits Dilci- 
ples, whep he ſent them forth, Freely ye haps rttcived, freely give, 
Mat,10,$.. And do not you ſay, Give as Tycher;ar we will 4562 you 
Puniſhment accordang to the Statutes? And is dovhere la;greny dife 
ference beriveen your voices, and the voice'sf Chiift.?) Andi nor 
the true Sheopherd known byb1s voice? and are not Theewss and Rob- 
bers known bytheir voices f And which of you will go forth amt free- 
ly give what ye have, as the Diſciples/did > Or muſt you not firſt 
know what the Tythes: of fuch a place will afford: yourbefore you 
g0.unto it } And will-normore Tythesand Profirs call'you from 
thet place again unto another > And dd you not hereby manifeſt 
that you do-nat freely receive the Miniftry 'as the Diſciples did, 
2nd ſo; are: in the diſobedience unto-the Rule and Command of 

| Chriſt, and/are- minding earthly: things, for yoar Belly, which is 
your God-?;.Ob the 'Laft'of tbe Elefhy andthe Prode of Life which 
cortupteth the Earth) The Power -of the Lord is manifeſt to cleanſe 

| the Land; and the Earth from ſuch defilements;, yea he will (weep 
K-49 With n Beeſom, and ill drive the Locuſts before him until the 
 * Eandbe cleanſed. . And when Chritt offered uy binefelf 4 ary 
: \aata God, then: did tie end the Law with' Tythes and'Offeringe : For 
rs. qe that: ibiere-was a Co ent under'the-Law, by 
£ Which Tythes were payd ; and/ they that were of the ſons of Levs, 
> bad «a Combbandutnt totake T ythes of their brethren, according to the 
s 44y;.Heb. 7. 5. But you are compelling Tythesfrom ſuch as you 
iF Calt out, and do not count them brethren, and ſo you erre from 
te that Commaridment under the Law. Bur ir c4naotbe granted that 
ts Tythes are noweo be paid by the Power of that Commandment, 
u- Joraſmuchas Chriſt hath diſanoulled it, Heb, 7, 18, and being diſ- 
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3} annulled, the force and powerof it is taken away ; and he nevet 


' _""» 


Vt ve commandment afterwards for Tythes to be paid, nor his Apo- 
# Sles neither; And you may ſee how Pan! labored with his own 
4 hand, that he wight not be chargable, 1 Cor. 4. 12, 1 Theſ.2.9. 
0 He had not his Pagitors about him to ſend unto ſuch as would not 


pay him Tythes;and this makes a great difference between you and 
Paxl, for he 1aboured with hys own ands, that he-might not be charg- 
ableto.ary ;; and you fitat eaſc,and are chargable to many ;. for you 
will have your Tythes, and your pay from ſuch as do-not ſet you on 
- work, neither bave needof your work ; and as Chriſt hath diſanul- 
Y led the-Commandgggnt going: before concerning Tythes, and that 
. be did not revive it again by his own commandment, io it muſt 
needs. Rand diſannulied to. all intents and putpoſes whatfoever : 
Far-among Temporal Powers, «there 1s that 1egard tothe diſanul- 
ling of any Law, as that-it fhail no more be put in Execution with- 
out it be again revived, but Randeth wholly and fully difannuled 
and repealed. And-will people have leſs regard to the power of 
Chriſt Jeſug,than,upto Temporal Powers ? - For as Chriſt diſanul- 
ledthat commandatent,; by which Tythes were 'pay'd under the 
Law, and!&id notagaim revive it by bis own command-under the 
- Goſpel, ſo it ſtandeth wholly and. fully repealed unto this day,and 
no man bath power to'revive it, or cauſe it tobe-put in execution z 
for Chriſtians are td keep the commands of Chrift, and not ts keep 
up commands which he-hath diſannull'd;- for that'3so keep up the 
Fews praQtice among Chiiftiangz\and'ſo denyChrilt Jeſus, who ; 
the End of the Law, not only for Fythes, and Offerings, and Oblati. 
ons, but alſo-for Re mſſ them that belicue. And have King 
and Princes of the Earth ſuch Power and. Autherity- as to revive 
that by their Law and commandment which Chriſt batkediſanulled, 
and left diſanulled? -Will you ſet Kings and Princes of the-Bartle 
_above Chriſt Jeſus the King of Glory, and Prince'of, Life ?' And 
willyou proceed againſt people to Excommunicate and Impriſon 
them from ſuch a ground and Foundation, SuretyitisHot altoge=- 
ther your Ignorance but your Intereſt that puts you. forward in this. 
work. -: LY Cy P08: +9411 p | « UN « 

And if you fay, that the Church is to be preſerved in Diſeiphne 
2nd Order by the Magiſtrates Power, and 2s they have provided | 
Laws in ſuch caſes, ſo you muſt put them in execution according to 
| their 


ef 


their own intention; and that you are bfameleſy, as doing nothing 
but what the Law epjoynes you, which in your places you cannot 
avoid ; and ſo according to your own perſwafion concerning your 
proceedings you would ſeemingly clear your ( from perſecuti- 
oD ; But this Covering will not bide you, th t be the largeſt 
that can be ſpread over you ; and if you would clear your ſelves by 
it, as not being the conſtitutors of ſuch Laws, then you muſt needs 
make the Magiſtrates guilty, and you have no cauſe at all to do ſo, 
ſeeing you reap the Profit ; and if you would lay it upon them, to 
excuſe your ſelves, you requite their pains for you after the worſt 
manner,. for. they are your principal Upholders and Supporters, 


. and.that breath you live by, as to ſuch things, you dray it from 


them, and that firength you ſtand by, you receive it from them, 
And have not you, or ſome before you, Propounded and preſcribed 
ſuch ayes unto them, before they have enacted Luvs for ſuch pur- 
poſes ? -And doth not that make you ſtand originally guilty of the 
matter ? And doth not your proſecuting ſuch Laivs-draw the guilt 
more upon you, though, as to what the Magiſtrates do for you in 
ſuch caſes, they are not clear, and in time they may come to ſee 
it, and be weary of it ? And would you wholly lay your proceed- 


. ings upon the Magiſtrates Power , and ſomike them bear the bur- 


den of all your work ? And will that power ſand by you in all things 


' you praRic2? or do you not a in many things without their poiv- 


et? anddo you not thereby plainly do them wrong ? 

Now concerning your Steeple-houſe, which you call a Church, 
and bring People into your Courts, that cannot pay money towards 
Repairing it, What Law have you in that caſe? And is your 
Church of that Nature as it muſt be Repaired with money ? Will 
it decay, and fall;%and come to nothing, if it be not repaired and 
upheld with money ? If that be the nature of your Church, as by 
your proceedings ſeemeth ; then People have good caufe ro abſent 
from it, and you have no cauſe at all to compel any to come unto 
it ; for the Church is the Pillar and ground of Truth, and it ne<d- 
eth not to be repaired with money, bzcauſe it Randeth in the eter- 
nal Power and Life, which decayeth not; and Chriſt Jeſus is che 
Head and Ruleth over it, and is a Husband tojt. And this 1s nor 
like an old Houſe that will fall if it be not kept up with money. 
And that is the Church and (Be AE which the Q«4- 
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| ant ſubmit-utifo, and there needs no-outwatd Lav to 


Co! ; | thetn:for the day of his Power hath-made them willing;and 


his Love conttrains them ; 'and ſo you can neither compel nor re- 


Raid them'by your Lavvs, for they catmot be compelled-to obſerve 


that whith they know is not true, nor teftrafned: from that which 
they knowy'to be true ; and whether you proceed agairift thei 'ac- 
cording to your Law,or without Law in ſuch cafes, it is all one-unto 
th:m ; For they do not ſo much rake notice of the outward Laiv in 


© cafes of Conſcience, as they mind to keep Their Confſciences void 


of off-ncz rovards God and men, So that! your'proceedines are 
Iicrle unto. them ;wherher you render them-guifty by a'Law'or with- 
out Law, 'For as "their Confciences are void of offence towards 
God and'men; ſono tan can charge an cffence tomake th:m 
oily * Andthat wipeth off all your tefitencesand cenfures as faſt 
4 you give them forth, And what Law have'you'to'proceed againft 
p:ople'tor norrepaitifg the ferice about the Steeplzhouſe-Yatrd:and 
for follbwing honett 14bour npon. thoſe dayes you'call Holy-dayes ? 
have'you not heapedup devices like a Mountain, and\donotevery 
device bring you ſome gain and profit ? and is _not that the princ1- 
pil.ground why you proceedin them, ant might their not'de a good 
and lound pleahe1d and maintained againſt you 'according ”to'the 
Scripriites of Truth? and mightnor zlt your devices be'oyerturned 
it ſuch'aplea could be admitted? yea ſurely, your mountain might 
ſ200 be thrown down if Juſtice and Equity'cou!d'but enter; there- 


fore you have £6 cavſe' ſo highly to lift up your horn, feeing you 


tand upon a ſlippery place, | FS 

But ſome may ſay, What is there'ry al thiſe things which wof con- 
cernment 44 t0 Life id Salvation, for Life and Saluationſtandeth nor 
in ſuch things, but by Lelieving in. Chriſt ? | ' 

Yes; There is great concerntnent'in theſe things as to Life and 
Salvation, and they thi Would come into the true Faith, and be 
a believer in Chriſt, they muſt deny chefe things, ahd tome our 
from among them : For they that believe im Chtift for Life and 
Salyatian, they do not yield their 6bedience to angther Power, b2- 
cauſe all Believes obey his commands, and nor another; fo here'is 
ſomething of concernment as to Life and Salvation, for who aze 
obſerving fuch things as Chiiſt doth not command, they have not 
Life and Salvation in bim 2s. Believers ; therefore” pedple ate w 
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mind/what they obey, becauſe: they become (ſervants unto that 
thing ; and who are obeying any of theſe things, they are certainly 
in bondage by them ; and doth not that ſeparate from Life and Sal- 
vation in Chriſt Jeſus ? And unts what do you bring p2ople by 
your compulſion, do you-bring'them unto Chriſt, or into your own 
obſervation > And' if they cangot boiy to your obſervation, then 
you exc6mmanicate'them, and caſt them into Priſon : And what 
command have you for ſuch things according to Scriptures > Let 
us ſee your Scriptures if: you-be ſpiritual men, and do not preſym- 
above what is written, but keep to that which you ſay is your Rule; 
for the' Quakirs are noble, and ſearch the Sc:iptures, and they find 
that theſe things you! practice are not ſo according to Scripture; 
And have not 'people good cauſe to be ſeparated from' you, who 
erre from the Scriptures and the Power of God > And how will you 
ſtand by theſe things in the day* when you mu give account of a!l 
ur deeds ? Will not theſe deeds appear as evil deeds > and will 
t you appear as evil-doers? and what Law will then appear to 
juſtifie you before the Jurige of Heaven and Earth ?: for you'wilt 
find him to be a Judge mote tighteous than your ſelves; and you 
will not have a plea to hold againft him, but muſt bear his Judge- 
ment, becauſe you have ſinned ; therefore repent whilt you have 
time, and learn to do well, "__ . 
And why do you act [o furicuſly ag1inſt others bythe poiver of 
the Lay; and take no notice of your (elves by the ſame Law? Is 
there not'a Law for you as well as otters ? Is there not ſomething | 
which the Lavv takethnotice of, as to your ſelves, which properly 1] 
falleth under the ſentence of Excommunication 2 Doth not the 
Laiv take notice of Incontenency, Uſury, Simony, and Perjury in 
the Ecclefiaftical Cottrrs, or 'Idolatry 2 And doth it not props:t7 
relate unto you, and brings ſuch things under Excommunication. ? 
See 5 E!iz. 23. But you here ſtand Gilent, or rathes dead 25t0 any 
motion ; and if you ſzy that no ſuch preſentment comes before you 
whereby you may proceed, and that you cannot a& in proceed- 
ings withcur ſome matter for a ground ; unto Which js anſwered) 
That if you Mint but as diligently ſearch, and examine ſuch things 
! among our ſelves, as you doother things among poor country pzo- 
+ ple, it is believed'that you might find mtcer ſuſicient as a ground 
\ toſet you upon motion ; and = 1s kh2 proper place where you 
; 'C 2 are 
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.  areto begin, for ſuch things are offences againſt God and his 
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Truth, and the Law very ficly takes notice of them as offences wor- 
thy of puniſhment ; and the Quakers are not againlt the puniſh- 
m2nt of evil-doers: And if you wou!d begin in your own houſe, 
and make it.clean, then clean people would have ſome delight to 
dwell with you; for they that are waſhed and ſanRified by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, they cannot joſh to any unclean thing ; therefore 
obſerve the Law and its dire&ions as to your ſelves, before you 
be ſo buſie to execute it npon others : But you rather chooſe to take 
notice of ſuch things as may increaſe your vain, than of ſuch things 
as may profic the ſoul, And becauſe of theſe things the Land mourn- 
eth and is diſtreſſed; for you have neither precept por preſident 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles for ſuch proceedings ; neither can 
ſuch as follow Chriſt own your practice and'proceedings, in ſuch 
caſef ; for it is below a Chriſtians Life, and they that be in the 
Chriftians Life, do ſuffer by you that profeſs Chriſtianity ont of 


- the Life. And 18 it not below ſpiritual men to plead Laws and Sta-" 


tures for their proceedingyin caſes of Conſcience ? Have you no 
other Power and Authority in ſuch caſes but what is given you by 
Lzvs and Statutes ? if you have then (hew plainly upon what 
oround your Authority ſtandeth ; and if you have no Authojity in 
caſes of Conſcience, but what is given jou by Laws and Statutes, 
do you not thereby take away the Aut ority and dignity of Chaift 
Jeſus? and do you not as much as in you lieth go about to unthrone 
him from this right ? For what Lav can reach the Conſcience, but 
the Law of the Spirit of Life i C brit Jeſws ? And what Power is 
able to Judge the Conſcience, but the Power of Chrift Feſwu ? and 
what Authority can govern the Church and keep it in Diſcipline 
and Order, but the Awthorny of Chriſt Teſm ? And would you 
take away his Right, and give 1t to another, or take it your 
ſelves ? Doth not this manitett that you want his Spirit, Pow- 
er, and Authority ; and ſo the Magilirates muſt help you by their 
Power and Authority ; and their Laws, in ſome caſes, muſt be the 
ground of your proceedings, and in other caſes, your own Inventi-: 
ons Without Laiv, and that makes your Excommunications null and 
void; for the Magiſtrates have not that power given unto them as 
to-what they do for you in ſuch caſes, though you, or ſome before 
you may have urged them, and draivn them to provide Laws for 
you, 


21 » 
yon, yet they are all dead in them(glves, as wanting power to ſerve 
unto that end for which they are provided, becauſe the Conſcience 
is not to come under the power of any man in things pertainirg to 
God; and though we that are called Qzakers do own Magiltrates 
as they are for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe of 
them that do well ; whichis their proper place as Magiſtrates, and 
in ſuch caſes we are atively ſubje&- to their Power, not only for 
fear, but for Conſcience ſake, yet wherein they extend their Pow- 
erto the Conſcience, and thereby would give you poiver to exer- 
ciſe Lordſhip over the Conſcience, we cannot in that place bz 
aQively ſubjeR,; becauſe in ſo doing, they give you power to in« 
trude into theAuthority of Chriſt Feſus: And as for Conſcience ſake 
we are actively ſubje& to their Power in their right place, ſo for 
Conſcience ſake we cannot be actively ſubjz& when th2y Rrerch 
their power unto ſpiritual things, which is cut of their place z and 
both theſe are for Conſcience ſake unto ug, who are cal'd Quakers, 
For as we dare not deny the one for Conſcience ſake, we cannot own 
or ſubmit tothe other for Conſcience ſake. And what more is to be 
expected from us as to ative obedience to the Magittrates power, 
but only in caſes which pertaineth to civil things ? And have we 
ever refuſed or denyed obedience to their Power in any ſuch caſe ? 
And as to your proceedings by the Magiſtrates Power, in caſes of 
Conſcience, it might be ſome ſatisfation unto many People, if 
you would openly declare by what Laws and Statutes you maintain 
your Courts and Proceedings, and in what Kings time they were 
made + For if you have not the temporal Power to warrant and 
maintain you, then you only move as Birds in the air, which have 
no certain Centre, and this is the ground why we that are called 
Quakers deny your- practice and proceedings in caſes of Conſci- 
- ence, a$ not being warrantable by the Law of the Spirit of Life in 
; Chriſt Jeſus, nor according to the Scriptures of Tiuth : And we 
' know that no temporal Power or Law, can maintain your proceed» 
ings againſt the L2 of the Spirit of Life in Chiiſt Jeſus, for it is 
he alons that hath- P<wer and Authority to rule and govern the 
+ Conſcience, and not any beſides him; and ſo in caſes of Conſci- 
! ence, your proceedings are ivithout Power, and conſequently veid 
{in Law ; for without Power there is not any offence can b2 truly 
4 ttie4 or puniſhed : And herein you are found wrong do21s by your 
\pr>cecdings, and you pull down your own building by pleading 
| Laws 
EEE 
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and aſpz110n3 will got clear-our P:rfecutars, in the day when God 
(hall Fudge the ſecrets of men by Jeſua Chriſt 5 but-they ſhallthen 
know.that tacy have, inflictzd punithment apon us,contrary to our 
. deſerts; and you,amongit others,who are.the greateſt promote15 of 
Ky. and azez2lio- in the-action by your Excommunications : And 
| we cannototherwiſe.:be perſwaded, .but you are the Womb in 
' which our Suffgrings ate. principally conceived, and by the Magi - 
ſtrates power. y gu aave opportunity to: bring forth your Bixth, and 
[hercipiyol are feund-toivelk contrary, .to tue Law and the Pro- 
: plots, and -tb the /DoQune: of :Chrit Jeſus ; forthis-is the. Law 
'andrthe Proptit ts; 7 bat ati ye. won/d that ey: ſhould do unto-yeu, ever 
ſo do-tinto them. And this-is the 'Dodttine of 'Chrift Jeſus, iT hat if 
we Exerny.bunger, fted bin; if he thirſt, grve himdrink, Therefore 
'fee-unto. what-you-are come your.telv2s, before you. compel others 
-10/60<2:untd:y6u.; far if you be:not come tothe: Law and the Pro- 
: Phats,: yau 215 ate great diftance from ChiiftJeſus. And, are you 
- doivpi toxothent, 6.09erwonld have others to downta your "And how do 
you tUlh1 the Law and the Prophets, whiteft you are doingthatun- 
toothers; Which you would nat have others do. unto you > And are 
"Kal fredany 1 Empmics, and; giving them drink; according ta the-Do- 
- Etrine of Corifti feſus? otarc you neobdoing the-contratyg Be ſo you 
are neither comet the Law andthe Prophets narito Chiitt Jeſus. 
And forwnirmult People come unto youy ' When ye your (elves gre 
not come :to-the-Lawand:the Prophets nor to.Chiili Jeſus > Muſt 
|. they comeunto you as unto Gentiles, who are alienated from the Life 
5 of God, a4: jiraugers to the Covenant af Promiſe ?+ Mult fuck as de 
, come tothe Lawand the Prophets,and to Chriilt!Jefus,remen again 
$'ta the Gentz/es ? for the nvmand the Prophets are above the Ger-- 
+ ti/es,and Chritt Jefus is above the Lav and the Prophets, and ſnch 
as are come from amang/the Geniies,and are come to the Law and 
$th>Prophets, and to Chrilt-}:ſaz, they cannor recurn tothe Gen- 
<e/es againz: Except: they deny tha raich brought: them forth, and 
athough there may. be: fome thar-for | fear Ceny their Profeſſion to 
2Xontorim unto your practice,” yer anere” are many that have More 
$232rd untothe peace of their Conſcience; Andif you would have 
*:oplz return unto you,then thew them amore excellent way thi 
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Now-9-the King would have this to be imprinted as a known 
Truth in the hearts of his Subj:&s, and that he doth include his 
own Interelt with his People, and thereby bringeth the matter ſo 
near himſelf, as to concern his own good 1n theirs, which in it 
ſelf is undeniable a very clear Truth; then why do not you re 
ceive this Truth into your hearts, and (o fulfit the Kings mind ? for 
| Itis to bz underſtood, that all people within the Kings Dominion, 
rvho are free born, are accounted his People, as he is chief in qut= 
ward Government; andſo in general tearms; he includes his In« 
terelt and good in theirs; and their Intereſt and Good in his own ; 
and do not you proceed to Excommunicate and Impriſon ſuch 
People ? and do you not make them uncapable-of common deal- 
in9$ and ſociety amongſt men ? and-do you-not make them unca» 
pable of having any benefit by the Law as complainants? and ds 
you not judge them unworthy of the Kings ProteQion ? and is not 
this to make a diſtintton between the King and his Pzople ? for 
no common 900d, as to outward things, can ariſe to the ſufferers ; 
and is the King concerns his own-2004d inthe good of his People, 
by a joyot Intereſt ; do you not wrong the King by intruding upon 
his Intereſt ? Surely the mind of the King, as it is manifeſt, and 
your proceedings which you practiie, are at a great diſtance, and 
much contrary one to the other, for you plainly endeavour to blot 
| out that knovn Truth which he would have imprinted, foraſmuch 
> , a$youdeſtroy tne common good of higPeople,in which it ſo near« - 

x } ly concerns his own, 
| And now, upon what Foundation will you have-your bnilding to - 
ſtand? and by what will:you uphold your work in which you are ſo - 
buſie 2 ſor your workis found contrary to the Laiv of the Nation, 
and contrary to the Spirit of Truth, and contrary to the Scriptures 
of Truth, and contiary to Chriftianity, and contrary to Reaſon, , 
and contrary to the Law and the Prophets, and contrary to the Do« 
&rine of Chriſt Jeſus, and contrary to what is manifeſt to be the 
Kings mind ; and where will you have a Foundation to build youz 
work-upon ? for as it is found contrary to all theſe weighty things; 
fo by their Authority your work int caſesof Conſcience may well 
be queſtioned, yea, the Law of the Nation iy juſtly queſtion you; , 
and the Spirit of Truth may juſtly queſtion-you, afane Scriptures : 
of Truth may juſtly queBion you, and Cy may.juſtly qc « 
| (LON 
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2nd ſervice unto him, ſo they cannot fulfil or ſatisfie your minds, 
by yeelding their obedience and ſervice unto you; and if you were 
ſpirituilly minded, you would never endeavour to force and com- 
pel them by the power of temporal Laws, but the wrong being 
oreateſt to your ſelves, even ſo they pitty you, as well knowing the 
terror that will come upon you, and therefore they labour to per- 
{wade you for your own good ; and do not count them your ene- 
mies; becauſe they tell you the truth in plainneſs, but be warned 
to forſake the evil of your doings, and live in love and peace as 
becometh Chriſtians, for Chriſt Jeſus muſt Reign and have the 
Glory, 
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